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Dear fellow NSTOY members,  

Get your motors revved up and 

ready for a trip to the racing capital 

of the world!  I want to personally 

invite each of you to NSTOYôs An-

nual Conference on November 3-5, 

2011, in Indianapolis, Indiana.  

Known for being at the ñCrossroads 

of Americaò, Indiana is a state alive 

with energy for the 2012 Super 

Bowl and is pulling out all the stops 

to make sure downtown Indianapo-

lis is ready to greet thousands of 

visitors with our Midwestern hospi-

tality.  Come take advantage of our 

basketball fever, racing excitement 

and the countryôs number one rated 

Childrenôs Museum.   

This conference is a joint endeavor 

with the education honor society 

Kappa Delta Pi as they celebrate 

their Centennial anniversary.  

Never has there been a greater 

opportunity for NSTOY members to 

enrich the lives of new practitioners 

by sharing knowledge and forming 

mentoring relationships.  Please 

know that registration information 

will be forthcoming, but mark your 

calendars now for these fall dates. 

 Looking forward to seeing you all in 

Indianapolis for this once in a life-

time event!  

Fondly,  

Anna Shults, 2007 Indiana Teacher 

of the Year 

JW Marriott Hotel, Conference Site, Indianapolis, Indiana 

In This Issue 

Rev Up Your Engines! 
Join us in Indianapolis! 

Invitation to 2011 NSTOY Conference 
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Indianapolis Area Attractions http://visitindy.com/ 

Arriving at Convocation 2011 early or staying afterwards? The conference is conveniently located in downtown Indi-
anapolis, close to several world-class museums, performing arts venues, ethnic eateries and defined cultural districts 
near the JW Marriott. Find more than 100 shopping, dining and entertainment options in two full city blocks. 

Eiteljorg Museum of American 
Indians & Western Art: Founded 
by collector Harrison Eiteljorg, the 
Eiteljorg Museum of American 
Indians and Western Art contains 
one of the world's finest Native 
American and Western Art collec-
tions.  

Indiana State Museum: Con-
structed from limestone, sand-
stone and other indigenous mate-
rials, the museum gives a hands-
on, three-story overview of Indi-
ana's history--from its prehistory, 
to its 1816 statehood, to the pre-
sent day. In addition to perma-
nent and changing exhibits, the 
museum houses a six-story IMAX 
movie screen and two restau-
rants.  

Circle Centre Mall: Anchored by 
Nordstrom on its southern end 
and Carson Pirie Scott to the 
north, downtown Indianapolis' 
foremost shopping, dining and 

entertainment complex offers 
shoppers more than 100 specialty 
stores, plus a vast array of dining 
options. The mall is conveniently 
connected to the JW Marriott. 

The Indianapolis Zoo: one of the 
nation's Top 10, according to Tri-
pAdvisor, includes more than 350 
different animal species on its 
nearly 70 acres. The zoo's 
Oceans exhibit features the 
world's largest shark touch tank; 
while the Dolphin Adventure of-
fers the world's first totally sub-
merged dolphin viewing experi-
ence. The Zoo complex also in-
cludes the 3.3-acre White River 
Gardens, which features hun-
dreds of plant varieties. 
NCAA Hall of Champions: Get 
your hands on 23 sports and ex-
perience the heart and dedication 
it takes to be an NCAA student-
athlete at the NCAA Hall of 
Champions. This college sports 
attraction offers something for 

everyone. 
Childrenôs Museum: The largest 
(and, according to Child maga-
zine, the best) children's museum 
in the world, the Children's Mu-
seum of Indianapolis is a huge, 
five-level playground where over 
one million kids and parents each 
year come to enjoy (seriously--it's 
that kind of museum) science, 
history, art and culture.  
Indianapolis Motor Speedway 
Hall  of Fame Museum: In 1911, 
the famous oval hosted its first 500-
mile race, forever linking Indian-
apolis' name with the spirit of com-
petition. Today, the Hall of Fame 
Museum houses one of the world's 
largest collections of race cars 
(including more than 30 past win-
ners of the Indianapolis 500), as 
well as the famous Borg-Warner 
Trophy. Bus tours around the oval 

are available year-round. 

Downtown Attractions Include: 
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Conference Highlights 
Featured Speakers 

Opening Session ï Thursday, 
November 3rd - 2:00 p.m. 
Debbie Silver, 1990 Louisiana 
Teacher of the Year, will kick off 
Convo with a presentation about 
ñThe Art and Heart of Teaching.ò In 
this funny and heartfelt program, 
Debbie will remind attendees about 
how important teachers are in the 
lives of children. She will talk about 
her belief that all children have gifts 
and how teachers hold the key for 
getting their students to OPEN 
THEM! Participants will leave with 
loads of new ideas for creative in-
structional and assessment strate-
gies.  Debbie is an award-winning 
educator with 30 years experience; 
along the way she has taught al-
most every grade level and most 
every kind of student.  She is the 
author of the book entitled Drum-
ming to the Beat of Different 
Marchers: Finding the Rhythm for 
Teaching Differentiated Learning, 
which speaks about the importance 
of teaching to the strengths and 
supporting the needs of ALL stu-
dents. 

General Session ï Friday, No-
vember 4th - 10:30 a.m. 
Creativity champ Peter H. Rey-
nolds is a New York Times best-
selling author and illustrator, 
and founder of FableVision Learn-
ing, creating technology tools to 
inspire young writers, artists, and 
thinkers. He is known worldwide 
for illustrating the Judy 
Moody series (soon to be released 
as a feature film). His "classroom 
classic" books, The 
Dot, Ish, and The North 
Star embody his mission to inspire 
all learners to bravely express who 
they areðand their vision of whom 
they hope to become. Join Peter as 
he shares his uplifting message, 
ñDrawing Out the Best: From Our 
Students, from Ourselves,ò and 
hear more about how you can in-
spire learners through his philoso-
phy and vision. 

General Session ï Friday, No-
vember 4th - 4:30 p.m. 
What are some of the key issues 
that define leading and learning in 

the digital age? Dr. Jason Ohler will 
share the answer to this question 
and more as he discusses ñNew 
Media, New Students ï New Litera-
cies, New Citizens.ò  Showcasing 
technology and digital media exam-
ples, Jason will tell us why we need 
to help students become truly liter-
ate in the digital age and how we 
can help them become active me-
dia creators and critical media con-
sumers. Attendees will leave in-
spired about new ways of creatively 
working with their students to help 
them imagine the world they want 
to create.  Dr. Jason Ohler is a 
speaker, writer, teacher, re-
searcher, and lifelong digital hu-
manist who is well known for the 
passion, insight, and humor he 
brings to his presentations, projects 
and writings. Jason is a passionate 
promoter of combining innovation, 
creativity and digital know-how to 
help reinvent teaching and learn-
ing. 

For updated conference information, periodically check the KDP website:  

http://www.kdp.org/convo2011 
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By Joan Brummond, President 

NSTOY MISSION:  Make an Impact on Educational Practices 

Hold on to your hats!  Itôs happening.  NSTOY is pop-

ping up in places youôd least expect. 

This isnôt new.  Itôs been building since 1952 when 

President Dwight D. Eisenhower initiated the Teacher 

of the Year (TOY) Award Program.  His intention was to 

honor all teachers by the selection of representative 

teachers from each state in order to bring recognition to 

the importance of excellent teachers.  IT WORKED. 

Each of you proceeded to do what you do best.  You 

shared your expertise with students, other teachers, 

parents, communities, legislators, and even presidents.  

You attended meetings, volunteered your time, not to 

mention your money, your love for kids, some tears, 

and even sleepless nights. 

Along this historical path, you have been bringing re-

spect to the teaching profession-- bringing honor to 

teachers everywhere. 

 2011 State Teachers of the Year, with all of your ea-

gerness, energy, and creativity, we welcome you! 

A first for NSTOY this year:  Our annual conference will 

be held in NOVEMBER 2011 (3rd-5th), in Indianapolis in 

conjunction with Kappa Delta Pi Convocation.  KDP will 

celebrate its centennial year as an educational honor 

society.  NSTOY will be celebrating its twentieth anni-

versary as an honorary chapter of KDP.  ñCrossroads 

of Excellenceò is the theme, and our own NSTOY mem-

ber, Anna Shults (IN 07), is chairperson for this major 

event.   

Some TOYs were at the front in September 2010, ap-

pearing on the Education Nation Teacher Town Hall on 

NBC.  And ask about our ñTeachers at the Tableò legis-

lative venture! 

Another first -- Come to our first Summer Service Pro-

ject in the Smoky Mountains in Tennessee and volun-

teer your services, June 14-17, 2011.  You can go to 

the NSTOY website for more information. 

More TOYs are making an ñimpact on educational prac-

tice,ò but Iôve run out of space.  Come join us!  There is 

much to be done!  NSTOY is going strong!  

Teachers all over the country are watch-

ing us.  We represent them.  The head-

lines the public reads donôt seem to tell about our mis-

sion. 

And there you have itéyou are NSTOY!  You are mak-

ing an ñimpact on educational practices,ò and you have 

been for at least 59 years.  Congratulations on being a 

part of our unique organization! 
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Joan Brummond, NSTOY President 

Pat Rowe, NSTOY Executive Director 
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Excerpts from the Executive Director 
Pat Rowe 

It is time for all Teachers of the Year to look back and think about 

why they were selected as a TOY.  Education is in a crisis, and the 

negative comments that are being delivered about teachers and edu-

cation are deplorable.  We are a nation that prides itself in educating 

all children to be the best that they can be.  What people forget to 

realize is that not all children are headed in exactly the same direc-

tion.  Teachers spend hour upon hour trying to help each child deter-

mine the best path for them to take.  We can no longer sit back and 

let all children be put in a box with the exact same expectations.  Of 

course we want children to develop to their 

full potential.  We want the best mechanic, 

the best electrician, the best chef, and the 

best teacher in our everyday life.  So how 

can we help?  As Sitting Bull, the famous 

Sioux Indian Chief, stated, ñLet us put our 

minds together and see what life we can 

make for our children.ò 

 

Each of us was selected as a Teacher of 

the Year for our special skills and talents.  It 

now becomes our responsibility to share 

these talents with others so that we can 

help to improve the education our children 

are receiving. Each of us is capable of help-

ing to create schools of the future that are 

worthy of our children.  NSTOY is working 

together with Kappa Delta Pi to provide a 

Speakersô Bureau; we are sharing a confer-

ence with KDP and now have a way to 

share our ideas with pre-service and begin-

ning teachers.  Have you committed to 

come to Tennessee in June and Indianapo-

lis in November?  Have you signed up to 

present a workshop?  Are you working in 

your schools, community and state to help 

improve education?  According to the Da-

kota Sioux Indians, ñWe will be known for-

ever by the tracks we leave.ò  

 

YOU are and can be of great importance to 

the National State Teachers of the Year.  

We need dues-paying members who are 

not only willing to work for education and 

children, but also to serve on committees, 

serve as officers, and help meet the goals 

our group is striving to achieve.  We can 

achieve these goals only if we work to-

gether as an organization with diligence and 

dedication. 
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Pat Rowe, NSTOY Executive Director 
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YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO CHOOSE 

 

NSTOY VOTING 
 

A new procedure for voting was approved at the 2010 NSTOY Conference.  Members are now al-
lowed to vote via e-mail or snail mail prior to the annual conference OR at the conference itself. 

 

Voting for officers and Constitution and By-Laws revision will be held in the following manner: 

 

¶ Officer candidates will be listed in the spring newsletter prior to the election. 

¶ A ballot will be included in the newsletter. 

¶ Voting may be done by snail mail, e-mail or by attending the annual conference. 

¶ E-mail votes will be sent to the Executive Director at least one week before the conference begins. 

¶ The Executive Director MUST receive snail mail ballots at least ten days before the conference 
begins. 

¶ Regular voting will be held at the conference for members who have not voted via e-mail or snail 
mail. 

¶ Officers will be installed at the conference. 

¶ Constitution and By-Law revisions will be addressed in the same manner with the same timelines. 

 

In order to vote in advance for the coming election, look for the two ballots in this issue of the newslet-
ter and plan to submit them according to the timeline specified above. 
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BALLOT FOR CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
 

NSTOY members will vote on the proposal to amend the section of the Constitution that regulates cri-

teria for membership in the organization. 

CURRENT WORDING: 

Any Council of Chief State School Officers State Teacher of the Year is eligible for membership in the 

National State Teachers of the Year.  Any individual named as an honorary member of the National 

State Teachers of the Year is considered a member in the National State Teachers of the Year. 

NEW ADDENDUM TO BE VOTED ON: 

State finalists are eligible for full membership in National State Teachers of the Year. 

(Place a check mark beside one of the following to indicate your choice.) 

  Yes  _________________ 

  No   _________________ 

YOU MAY VOTE:  

¶ in person at the conference  

¶ by e-mail to: jprowe@gbis.com  

¶ by mail to: Pat Rowe, P.O. Box 102, Lovelock, NV 89419. 

 

You must meet the deadlines as outlined in the accompanying article on ñNSTOY VOTINGò. 

NOTE:  Only the votes of members in good standing (dues up-to-date) will be counted.  Please pro-

vide the following information so that your eligibility can be determined: 

 

Name of NSTOY Member _________________________________________ 

 

Year __________ and State_______________________ of Selection as TOY  
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BALLOT FOR ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

NSTOY members will vote on the new officers for the 2012-14 term.  Jeanie Williams (VA 92) has 
asked the Board of Directors to replace her on the ballot.  If re-elected, Joan Brummond (WY 95) has 
agreed to serve a second term as President.  Anna Shults (IN 07) is the nominee for 1st Vice Presi-
dent.  Sherri Gould (ME 06) is the nominee for a second term as Secretary, and Maddie Fennell (NE 
07) will serve as the 2nd Vice President. 
 

OFFICES TO BE VOTED ON: 
(Either place a check mark beside the candidateôs name or use the blank space to add a write-in can-
didate, placing a check mark beside the name of the write-in.) 
 

PRESIDENT 
 ____ Joan Brummond 
 ____  _________________ 
 
 

1
ST

 VICE PRESIDENT 
 ____ Anna Shults 
 ____  __________________ 
 
 

SECRETARY 
 ____ Sherri Gould 
 ____  _____________________ 
 

YOU MAY VOTE:  
¶ in person at the conference  
¶ by e-mail to: jprowe@gbis.com  
¶ by mail to: Pat Rowe, P.O. Box 102, Lovelock, NV 89419. 
 
You must meet the deadlines as outlined in the accompanying article on ñNSTOY VOTINGò. 
 

NOTE:  Only the votes of members in good standing (dues up-to-date) will be counted.  Please pro-
vide the following information so that your eligibility can be determined: 
 

Name of NSTOY Member _________________________________________ 
 

Year __________ and State_______________________ of Selection as TOY  
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PLEASE SPEAK UP!  

To date we have speaker requests from Nevada, Oklahoma, New Jersey, and Illinois. So if you want to meet the 
next generation of teachers, join us in telling the story of your career and in sharing your related stories.  Then, let us 
know about the speaking event with pictures, and we will place them on the website.  Help tell the story of NSTOY.   

Contact Kathy Weber at: kwpuppets@hotmail.com. 

 We will also be meeting with chapter counselors at the NSTOY Conference/KDP Convocation in Indianapolis in No-
vember 2011. Thatôs another good reason for coming!!!! 

Is Your State Chapter Alive and Well? 

Or could it use a ñshot-in-the-armò to revive it? 

The NSTOY website may be able to help! 

We are gaining acclaim as speakers on many college 
campuses. 

Please let us hear from you.  We have requests from 
all directions. 

The website now offers each state chapter its own web-
site, which can serve as a forum to keep members of 
the chapter informed and to post information that might 
be of interest to all NSTOY members.  This is a compli-
mentary service of NSTOY and might be just what you 
need to revitalize communication and provide publicity ï 
both within your own state and on a national level. 

If this idea sounds intriguing, check out these links: 

http://www.nstoy.org/joomla/index.php?
op-
tion=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=44&I
temid=68  

and 

http://www.nstoy.org/chapters/pa/. 

Do you like what you see?  The Louisiana Chapter of 
NSTOY is currently being reactivated after many years 
of dormancy.  Having its own website has been an asset 
in attracting members and has facilitated communication 
and publicity.  The Pennsylvania Chapter, renowned as 
one of the most active NSTOY state chapters, has 

maintained a well developed website for several years.  
Their website could serve as a model for other states; it 
includes even a copy of their constitution. 

We have much to learn from each other, and these web-
sites provide a forum for sharing among state chapters.  
So whether your state chapter is faltering or very active, 
having a website may be an energizing development.   
 
If your state chapter is interested in developing its own 
website, all you need to do is select a member to serve as 
a website liaison.  This position does not require extensive 
technological expertise.  The selected person should con-
tact Peggy Tordoff for further information on how to pro-
ceed.  Contact information: jtordoff@suddenlink.net 
or 318-442-4191. 
 
Give it a try!  You have everything to gain and nothing to 
lose.  You just might provide a breath of fresh air for your 
state chapter. 
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SMOKY MOUNTAINS 

SUMMER SERVICE 

PROJECTS 

EASY AS 1, 2, 3!  

Join us for the exciting NSTOY summer service 

projects -- June 15-17, 2011!!!!! 

 

 E ï East Tennessee 

 A  ï Appalachian children 

 S ïService 

  Y  ï YOU are needed! 

   1ï Donate your time and talents presenting workshops to members of the Smoky Mountain Boys and Girls Club -- 

more than 200 children ages 6 to 18.  Help by hosting a cookout and providing special attention to the boys and girls 

living at the Wears Valley Ranch, a ranch for children from families in crisis. (www.wvr.org)  

   

 2 ï Go back in time to the rural mountains to participate and better understand the Appalachian culture at the Little 

Greenbrier Schoolhouse built in the late 1800ôs.  Give of yourselves through service projects in the Great Smoky 

Mountains National Park in honor of Dolly Parton. 

   

 3 ï Treat yourselves as special guests of Dolly Parton for a day in Dollywood, and enjoy exciting events centered on 

the NSTOY-sponsored Chasing Rainbows Award.  See the special showing of LADYBUG GIRL AND BUMBLEBEE 

BOY, presented by the Penguin Players of the Imagination Library, attend a reception, and be front-row guests at the 

Chasing Rainbows Award ceremony. 

Visit the Smoky Mountains!  Participate in service projects!  Dolly 

Parton will host NSTOY guests at Dollywood for the Chasing Rain-

bow Awards ceremony. 
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NEEDED IMMEDIATELY 

workshop information  (forms on NSTOY 

website: www.nstoy.org. 

HOTEL ï MainStay Suites in Pi-

geon Forge, TN (special rates ï at 

peak tourist season) $94.00 Sun-

day ïThursday; $109 Friday & Sat-

urday. For reservations, call:  1-865

-428-8350.  Be sure to tell them 

you are with the Dollywood Foun-

dation. 

TRANSPORTATION ï Airport 

transportation and rental car or taxi 

(on your own) -- McGhee Tyson 

Airport, Knoxville, TN 

MEALS PROVIDED: Wed. ï com-

plimentary luncheon provided by 

Sevier County Bank; Fri. ï brunch 

reception at Dollywood; compli-

mentary breakfast for hotel guests 

at MainStay Hotel. 

NOTE -- Ten-dollar ($10.00) dona-

tion needed for cookout on Thurs-

day for Wears Valley Childrenôs 

Ranch. 

KDP ï Members of East Tennes-

see State University Chapter hope 

to join us!!!!!!!!!! 

DOLLYôS IMAGINATION LIBRARY 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS will 

join us!!!!!!!!!! 

NSTOY MEMBERS who have ex-

pressed interest: 

Peggy Allan, Joan Brummond, Joe 

Corsello, Jeanne Crews, Cheryl 

Deaton, Joe Fatheree, Barbara Gil-

man, Art Peekel, Marcia Ritter, Pat 

Rowe, Ernest Schiller, Faye Shaw, 

Inga Smith, Katherine Stahl, Peggy 

Tordoff, Joan Vallee, Joe Washing-

ton, Glenda Watkins, Marjorie 

West, and Jeanie Williams.  

LET EDNA HEAR FROM YOU!  

She will provide further details 

about the agenda and activities.  

Spouses, families, guests, wel-

come!!! 

Contact Information for Edna 

Rogers: 

rogersmsedna@aol.com 

 Phone:  1-865-774-0777 
Lend a Hand To Brighten a Childôs Life 

Help us host a cookout for the boys and girls at Wears Valley Childrenôs Ranch! 

These kids need you!  Join us in a service 

project to provide fun and activities for them 

in the Smoky Mountains! 
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